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Timeline for the 2018-19 Science Fair/Stem Fair for 8th graders
Record answers to all questions and discussions in a science/stem fair journal. Put your name on your journal with a post it note that can be easily removed before judging.
You will work as partners. Science/Stem fair project due March 7th.
August
· Choose three topics that you may want to explore for your science project.

              Science Fair Topics Websites

              http://school.discoveryeducation.com/sciencefaircentral/

              http://www.sciencebuddies.org/

              http://science-project.com/
              education.com/science-fair

              http://bit.ly/1EvaI5Q    under choosing a topic

· Research the topics and come up with two investigative questions for each topic.
· After researching each topic, choose one for your science investigation.

· What is the scientific question you want to explore with this topic?  What do you want to find out?  What is the purpose of this investigation?

· Due August 30th 

September
· Research your topic.  Record you findings in your journal.  This must be at least an 8 sentence paragraph.
· Gather information to ask a good question.

· Due September 27th
October
· With your question in mind, predict what you think will happen?  This is your hypothesis. A hypothesis is what you think will happen use an “If…then” format.

· Record your hypothesis in your journal.
· Plan what you will do to find a solution to your question.  Identify and record in your journal the independent and dependent variables, constants, and controls.
· Testable question-stem
· Due October 29th 
November
· List what you plan to do step by step in your journal.

· This will be a rough draft of your procedure
· Investigation-stem, materials, procedure
· Due November 29th 
December
· Develop your procedure.  This is step-by-step directions on how you will test your hypothesis.  Record in your journal.
· Gather all the materials that you need to conduct your experiment.  List in your journal.
· Due December 13th 

January
· This week you will begin your experiment.  Don’t forget to record results for each trail in your journal.  Repeat your experiment if necessary.

· Think about your display.  Should you take pictures while you are conducting your experiment?  Think about tables, charts, and graphs to display your data/results.

· Due January 24th  

February
· Assemble any tables, charts, graphs, and pictures you have for your display. You must include one graph and one table.
· Put your display together follow the format you were given.  It should include a title, hypothesis, materials used, your procedure, data/results, and your conclusions.

· You will be given a number for your display board to be placed on the upper right hand corner.

· Do not put names on the display board.  You may use a post it note to be removed for judging.

· Due February 21st 
Your display board should include the following components:

1. Title of project-Be creative

2. Problem or purpose statement

3. Research paragraph

4. Hypothesis/testable question
5. List of all materials

6. Step by step procedure

7. Data-table, chart, graph-must have a table and a graph

8. Conclusion paragraph

9. Display of your model or pictures

10. Your journal should be displayed with the board

Boards are available in most craft stores

One board for each group

No names on the board and no pictures of your face on the board

No names on journals when you receive your project number write that on your journal

Arrangement of display board:

	Problem/Purpose

Research Paragraph

Hypothesis


	                     Title

               Materials

              Procedure                          
	Results-(photos, graphs)

Conclusion


     Journal                                      Model                              Journal

March
· Write your conclusions.  Did your results support your hypothesis?  Revise your hypothesis if the data did not support your original hypothesis. Anything you learned, expected or unexpected.

· Include any problems you encountered and ways to improve the experiment.

· Record in your journal.  This is an 8 sentence paragraph minimum.
· Finish any last minute details of your project.
· Stem-What happened?  Did this support your question? What did you learn?  Who might this information be helpful to?  New questions you have, what worked, what didn’t?
· Due March 7th  

Journals and work will be checked monthly.  Have them checked early so if needed corrections can be made before the end of the month.
Science/Stem fair will be the week of March 18-22, 2019                                             

